
Public Policy/Legislation Update February 8, 2022

From the NYS Catholic Conference:

Two federal issues on which the Catholic Conference is urging
us to make our voice heard at www.nyscatholic.org “Take Action”

Contact your Senators to vote “NO” and your Representative
to let him know you find his vote to pass this bill “disturbing.”

Women’s Health Protection Act, HR 3755 - the most radical
abortion bill ever which will allow abortion on demand nationwide
throughout every stage of pregnancy; will ban pro-life laws in every
state and local government; will force Americans to support abortions
with their tax dollars; and will likely eliminate conscience protections
for doctors—among other extreme actions.

Contact your Senators and Representative to support poor families
and to protect our common home. In one email, you can urge them
to extend the expanded Child Tax Credit, ensuring it remain fully
refundable so that it is available to the lowest income families and
that it continues to include mixed-status families. This has been an
effective anti-poverty program, lifting 3.8 million children above the
poverty line.

Also, you can urge your federal legislators to advance climate
investment policies that will help protect our common home,
including tax incentives to support existing and emerging
technologies in clean energy, resilience investments focused on
protecting low-income and minority communities, and incentives to
decarbonize the economy. Policies are needed to address “the cry of
the earth and the cry of the poor.”

From USCCB/MRS/JFI:

Recommendations to Family Reunification Task Force: Rescinding
harmful policies at the border that create instances of family
separation, such as Title 42 and the Migrant Protection Protocols.

DHS (Department of Homeland Security) expands opportunities in the US
for noncitizen STEM professionals; and DOS (Department of State) restarted
refugee admissions after a temporary pause in Nov. 2021.

Also, Senate Democrats requested TPS (Temporary Protected Status)
designations for El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and Guatemala.

February 8 is the Feast Day of St. Josephine Bakhita, patron saint of
Sudan, who was sold into slavery as a young girl. It is also the



World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action Against Human
Trafficking.

The U. S. Sisters Against Human Trafficking urge us to contact our federal
legislators and ask them to support the bipartisan legislation, “Keep Kids Safe
Online,” or The EARN IT Act. This act will prevent the online exploitation of
children.
Also, urge your representative to co-sponsor the reauthorization of the
Fredrick Douglass Trafficking Victim Prevention and Protection Act (TVPRA)  of
2021, HR 5150. Programs currently funded by the previous TVPRA are set to
expire soon. Survivors will lose access to these much-needed  services
unless the bill is reauthorized. Go to www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org and
“Take Action” on these bills. Thank you for your advocacy.

Marie Copeland, Chair


